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Tripetty.

A town in North Arcot, 80 miles from Madras, and celebrated for
its sacred name among the Hindoos, It is in a valley about the cen-
tre of a long range of hills, running almost north and south, The
town is about eight or nine miles distant from the pagoda, but not
more than one milo from the foot of the hills. Looking from the
town, there appears to the eye only one accessible path up tho hill,
and at different distances, tho last at the top of tho hill, are three
Gopnuns or portals, and tho pilgrims all pass through these on their
way up. On the other side of the hill there are other ascents. ISTo
Christian has ever seen the pagoda, neither has tho Mussulman at-
tempted to place his foot on the hills, the mere sight of which so
graces the Hindoos, that leagues off upon, first catching a glimpse
of the sacred rocks, they fall prostrate, calling on the idol's name.
None but a pure Hindoo is allowed to step beyond the first portal.
The pagoda, and the connected buildings, are known however to be
constructed with great solidity and in a costly style, the greater part
being of cut granite. The following is an account of tho temple
written some years ago, whilst it was under the control of the British
G overnment.

" The idol is worshipped by votaries, who pour in from all parts of
India, under a thousand names; but the three principal ones arc Ven-
kataramana Swamee, or the repeller of evil and insurer of good,
Srinawasa Swamee, implying the habitation of Sri, the Indian
Ceres; Seshachellawansah, implying the habitation of Sesha, Scsha-
chella being the name of the hill, the etymology of which is Sesha,
the king of serpents, and achclla, a mountain, Vishnu having, in one
of his incarnations, assumed the appearance of a serpent, and trans-
formed himself into the Tripctty hill.

The idol in this temple is an erect stone figure, about seven feet in
height, with four arms, and personifies Vishnu in two of his hands ;
the right contains the chukra, or club of war, the loft, the chank, or
holy shell. The other right hand points to the earth, alluding to the
sacred origin of the hill, and the other left holds the lotus.

The early history of the pagoda is involved in the obscurity of In-
dian mythology and fable. Its antiquity is undoubted, and the Brah-
asserted that it was erected at the commencement of the Caliyug,
it is computed 4930 years have expired. This period it is
5,000 years, when the worship of Vishnu on earth

